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Rally Sweden: The start didn’t go according  

to plan for ŠKODA Motorsport 
 

› ŠKODA works driver Pontus Tidemand (S) is in fourth place at the Rally 

Sweden after the first of three days 

› After a driving error, Esapekka Lappi (FIN) is ready to go on the chase at the 

weekend 

› Unpredictable conditions: After the thaw at the beginning of the week, Friday 

saw snowfall in temperatures below zero 

 

Karlstad, 12 February 2016 – ŠKODA Motorsport’s ambitious expectations were 

stifled on day one at the Rally Sweden. After the first six special stages of the 

second event of the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2), ŠKODA works 

driver Pontus Tidemand (S) is within reach of the leading pack in the WRC 2 

classification. However, a technical issue on the fourth stage of the day saw 

Tidemand temporarily lose more than 50 seconds to the top, but he fought his 

way back into the top five during the course of the afternoon. A driving error on 

the fifth special stage resulted in team-mate Esapekka Lappi (FIN), who had 

only just shone with a stage best time, drop down the field by almost two 

minutes. 

 

After the second event of the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2) got off to a 

ceremonial start in front of thousands of fans at the equestrian stadium in Karlstad on 

Thursday evening, the first six of the now 13 special stages were scheduled for Friday. 

The special stage that had been planned for Thursday evening, as well as Friday’s two 

passes of the Kirkenær stage were cancelled at the beginning of the week. This was due 

to the thawing last weekend that resulted in soft, muddy rally tracks in many places in 

the west of Sweden. Fortunately, the temperatures in the province of Värmland dropped 

back down to below zero on Friday, accompanied by snowfall to the north of the rally 

base in Karlstad, meaning that the Rally Sweden once again more than lived up to its 

reputation as the only real winter rally on the WRC calendar. 

 

“There’s no doubt that the first day at my home rally was far from perfect, but we are 

still in with a chance of finishing on the podium,” said Tidemand. “The difficult conditions 

were the same for everyone, that is not the issue. But a problem with the drive shaft set 

me back temporarily. Fortunately, my co-driver Jonas Andersson and I completed an 

excellent mechanics training course at ŠKODA Motorsport, which is why we were able to 

repair the damage on the liaison stage and continue with the rally. MacGyver couldn’t 

have done a better job. I’m looking forward to the coming days and hope to make it onto 

the winner’s podium for my fans.” 

 

However, after losing time on Friday, team-mate Lappi will have to prepare himself to 

catch up on Saturday if he wants to get back among the leaders. “On the first stage we 
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lost time behind a slow Mitsubishi driver,” said Lappi. “Thankfully the organisers reacted 

quickly after that and let us start with a greater gap on the following stages. That helped 

and I had a good rhythm, as the best time on the fourth stage showed. Unfortunately, I 

span later on and got stuck in the ditch. Thank you to the many fans who helped us out 

there. But it still cost a lot of time. Naturally I am disappointed by this, but we are still in 

the rally and tomorrow is another day.” 

 

92.25 kilometres of special stages are scheduled for Saturday, including two of the major 

highlights that the WRC has in store for fans: the legendary jump at Colin’s Crest on the 

Vargåsen stage, and the popular spectator stage in the Karlstad equestrian stadium. The 

teams cross the finish line on Sunday after a further two stages, covering a total of 30.87 

kilometres. 

 

 

 

Classifications Rally Sweden (WRC 2) after six of 13 SS: 

 

1. Evans/Parry (GB/GB)  Ford Fiesta R5   1h 6m 23.1s 

2. Åhlin/Abrahamsen (S/N)  Ford Fiesta R5   + 17.1s 

3. Grøndal/Walfridsson (N/S)  Ford Fiesta R5   + 38.0s 

4. Tidemand/Andersson (S/S)  ŠKODA Fabia R5  + 42.5s 

5. Bergkvist/Sjõberg (S/S)  Citroën DS3 R5   + 1m 1.1s 

… 

10. Lappi/Ferm (FIN/FIN)  ŠKODA Fabia R5  + 1m 53.9s 

 

 
Number of the day: 10.9 

 

This year sees ŠKODA Motorsport celebrate its return to the Rally Sweden after 11 years. 

And not without reason: The ŠKODA brand is enjoying ever-increasing popularity in 

Sweden. The Czech car manufacturer sold 15,100 new vehicles in the kingdom in 2015, 

which equals an increase of 10.9 percent compared with the previous year. 

 

 

For more information: 

David Haidinger, Communications Motorsport 

Ph. +420 604 292 188 

david.haidinger@skoda-auto.cz  

http://skoda-motorsport.com 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport: 

 Facebook  YouTube  Twitter 
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Media images:  

 

 

ŠKODA at the Rally Sweden 

Asia-Pacific champion Pontus Tidemand (S) is in 

fourth place at his home rally. 

 

 

 

 

Download                                 Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

  

 

ŠKODA at the Rally Sweden 

Esapekka Lappi (FIN) will set off in hot pursuit from 

tenth place on Saturday. 

 

 

 

 

Download                                 Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport Overview: 

ŠKODA has been on the motorsport scene since 1901. Be it on the circuit or in rallies, 

ŠKODA has celebrated victories and won titles all around the world. Historical highlights 

include numerous title wins in the FIA European Rally Championship (ERC), the FIA Asia-

Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), as well 

as the victory in the European Touring Car Championship in 1981. ŠKODA teams have 

also triumphed in the world’s oldest and most famous rally, taking several class victories 

in the legendary Monte Carlo, which was first held in 1911. 

 

In 2015, ŠKODA celebrated four victories in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2) 

with their new ŠKODA Fabia R5 rally car. The high-tech 4x4 was homologated by the 

International Automobile Federation FIA on 1 April 2015. In the ŠKODA Fabia R5’s very 

first season, factory duo Pontus Tidemand/Emil Axelsson (S/S) secured the fourth APRC 

title in a row for ŠKODA. In addition, the brand claimed five national titles with their new 

winning model. 

 

ŠKODA’s new Fabia R5 proudly continues the brand’s long tradition in motorsport. Its 

predecessor, the Fabia Super 2000, was the most successful model in ŠKODA’s 115-year 

motorsport history. With the 4x4 from Mladá Boleslav, factory duo Jan Kopecký/Pavel 

Dresler (CZ/CZ) achieved the historic feat of becoming the first duo in history to win the 

drivers’ title in the ERC and the APRC in consecutive years. Between 2009 and 2014, 
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ŠKODA Fabia Super 2000 drivers won a total of 50 national and international titles 

around the world. 

 

In 2016, the factory teams Pontus Tidem and/Jonas Andersson (S/S), Jan Kopecký/Pavel 

Dresler and Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (F/F) are competing with the ŠKODA Fabia R5 in 

the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2). 
 
 
ŠKODA AUTO 
› is one of the longest-established vehicle production companies in the world. In 1895, the Czech 

headquarters in Mladá Boleslav began producing bicycles, followed by the production of motorbikes and 
cars.  

› currently offers the following models in the range: Citigo, Fabia, Rapid, Octavia, Yeti and Superb.  
› delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide in 2015. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

automotive groups in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and 
develops vehicles, as well as components such as engines and gear transmissions.  

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic. It also produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India, 
mainly through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners.  

› employs about 25,900 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
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